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To His GRACE, 


THOMAS, 


Lord Archbiſhop of Yor. 


My LoR p, 


Hl Deſign of the following Addreſs to 
the Clergy of One of the Archdeaconries 
in your Grace's Dioceſe being to point 
out the great Danger our Religious and 
Civil Liberties are expoſed to from the prodigious 
Increaſe of Tapiſts, and the ſetting up of Public 
Schals and Seminaries for the teaching and edu-= 
cating of Touth in the pernicious Tenets and Priu- 
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ciples of Popery, with leſs perſonal Obligations 
than I have to your Grace, I muſt be guilty of 
very great I mpropriety, was I to omit offering it 
to your Grace's Patronage. 


Every One is ſenſible how much of our preſent 
Eaſe and Security is owing to the Pains your 
Grace took in the Time of our late Danger to cre- 
ate in Us a proper Love for. our Holy Religion and 
our Free and Legal Government, and that animat- 
ed by your Advice, Example, and Aſfiſtance, a 
Pian was laid and executed in this County for 
that glorious Aſſociation in Defence of theſe Bleſ- 
ſings againſt the united Force of Popery and Rebel- 
lion. Theſe great and important Services will ever 
attract the good- ill and Eſteem of all thoſe who 
know how to ſet a juſt Value upon a Conſtitution 
and Eſtabliſhment founded in Religious and Civil 
Liberty, and it is with all Gratitude that I beg 
Leave to ſubſer ibe Myſelf. 


My. LORD, 
Toir GRACE'sS 


Moſt dutiful Servant, 


JAQUES STERNE. 
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REVEREND BAETUREN, 


lic Occaſion which now again calls 
7 Us together, I thought Myſelt 
extremely happy that the Circum- 
ſtances of the Times did not make 
any particular Addreſs to you ne- 
ceflary ; but a moſt daring and flagitious Atrempt in 
Favour. of a Popiſh Abjured Pretender having been 
lately made upon our Holy Religion, our Laws and 
Liberties, and whatever elſe is dear and valuable to 
Us as Proteſtants and Engliſbmer, I ſhould be high- 
ly wanting. in my Duty if I did not with all Freedon: 
and Plainneſs lay beſore you my Thoughts upon 
ſuch Points as the preſent Poſturc of Affairs leads me 
B to 


5 
to conſider, and which moſt nearly concern Us both 
in our Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Capacities. 


I cannot but hope that what is honeſtly and fin- 
cerely meant by me to promote our Common Good 
will be favourably heard by you, and that my im- 
perfect Obſervations, ſo far as they appear either ſea- 
ſonable or uſeful, will be enlarg d upon, impro vd, and 
ſtrengthned by your own; for I claim no other 
Merit to myſelf but that of being diligent in obſer- 
ving, and faithful in reporting what the preſent 
Exigency may at any Time make it expedient or 
peculiarly neceſſary for us to be attentive to. Indeed 
it ſeems to be one Part of my Office to point out to 
yon, as Occaſion offers, where, and in what Reſpects, 
it behoves us to be moſt upon our Guard, that the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church may not ſuffer thro any Fault or 
Neglect of Ours, and left, for want of a due In- 
ſortnat ion from what Quarter we are moſt likely to 
be ſtruck at, we ſhou'd overlook Danger where 
it really is, or ſuſpect it to be where it is not, and 
fo expoſe ourſelves to all the Miſchief of groundleſs 
Jealouſies on one Hand, and a thoughtleſs Security 
on the other. 


He muſt have been an inattentive Reader of the 
Hiſtory of paſt Times, and very careleſs of noting 
what paſſes in his own, who wants in general to 

be 
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be told to how many and great Dangers the Prote- 
ſtant Religion and the Miniſters and Teachers of 
it have been expoſed at different Times, as a Spirit 
of Irreligion or Enthufiaſm happened to be moſt 


in Vogue 


But the Danger to which Proteſtantiſm, particu- 
larly in this Archdeaconry, is now more peculiarly 
liable, calls upon You to exert your chief and ut- 
moſt Endeavours againſt Popery. 


My Deſign therefore in this Addreſs is to lay be- 
fore You what Arms we are furniſh'd with to oppoſe 
a Superſtition that within your Diſtrict is no leſs for- 
midable for the Numbers who have been ſeduced 
into it, than for the Rank, Fortune, and Influence 
of foe of its leading Votaries. 


But before I procced to this, it will not be amits 
to deduce a ſhort Account of the perpetual War, 
which this Nation hath been forc'd to wage with 
Popery, from the Reformation down to this Day ; 
and of the dreadful Shocks our Conſtitution hath 
more than once felt from its prevailing Force ; thar 
we may not delude ourſelves with falſe Notions, as. 
it this buſy and determind Enemy cou'd eyer ceaſe 
to annoy us. 


We 
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We cannat well forget that not many Ages ha ve 
paſs d ſince almoſt the whole Chriſtian World lay in 
the Darkneſs of Popery : And when the Light of the 
Reformation broke in upon it, and deftroy'd % 
Face of the Covering caſt over all People, and the 
I-ail of Ignorance ſpread over all Nations, how 
many States and Kingdoms, hating to be Reformed, 
caſt the Words of the Reſormers behind them, and 
reſus'd to come to this Light : How ſecular Intrigues, 
aided by the Wealth and Power of the Church of 
Rome, ſtopt the Progreſs of Truth in ſome Parts, 
and open Violence ſtifled it in Others. And of thoſe 
States that ſhook off the Tyranny and Yoke of Ido- 
latrous Superſtition, ſome in Germany, either in 
whole or in Part, have again been ſwallow'd up by 
that mighty Torrent, which, if an over-ruling Pro- 
vidence did not ſet Bounds to it, cid turn again 
and cover the Earth. England itſelf had ſcarce 
adopted the rude imperſect Beginnings of the Refor- 
mation, that was then in its Infancy, and juſt taſted 
the Fruits of Truth and Liberty, when a Popifb 
Bigot, getting Poſſeſſion of the Throne, ſet herſelf 
with a mercileſs Fury to extirpate both. During 
that ſhort asd bloody Period, almoſt every Corner 
of the Realm heard with Horror the Groans of Pro- 
zeſtant Martyrs. But Proteſtantiſm, when very near 
expiring amidſt the Flames, reviv'd with Queen Eli 
gabeth, who carried on the glorious Work to fur- 
| ther 
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ther Degrees of Stability and Perſection. But not- 
withſtanding this, tho' ſhe triumph'd over the ſruit- 
leſs Malice of the Church of Rome, ſhe was perpe- 
tually alarmed by Invaſions, which it ſtirred up from 
Abroad, or Plots and Aſſaſſinations, which it pro- 
jected againſt her at Home. In the ſuccceding Reigns, 
Popery, without Intermiſſion, either ſecretly influ- 
cnc'd, or perplex'd and oppos'd the Public Councils, 
and continually advanc'd in Credit and Inſolence, till 
pon the Acceſſion of James the Second, it threw 
off the Diſguiſe, openly trampled upon our Laws, 
and, by it's precipitate Violence, effected it's own 
Overthrow, and our Deliverance. But tho' the Re- 
volution broke and defeated all the Meaſures of 
Popery ; tho' it fix d Proteſtantiſm upon the {ame 
Foundation with the Throne itſelf; yet we have ſtill 
the ſame Foe to ſtruggle with ; a Foe who hath hi- 
therto only been made more reſtleſs by Defeats, and 
more furious by Diſappointments. 


Having thus viewed the Inveteracy and Strength 
_ of our Adverſary, it will be proper to call to Re- 
membrance ſome of thoſe Laws which the Wiſdom 
of the Legiſlature hath ſucceſſively been conſtrained 
to enact, and ſtill keeps in Force, in order to perpe- 
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tuate the Bleſſing of the Reformation to us: —Laws, 
whole Authority is every Day violated with Impu- 
_ nity by the very Perſons who are forward to de- 
claim againſt their Rigour, ſor which their own 
Conduct is a full Apology; aud who ungratefully 
and licentioufly abuſe the Tendernets of Proteſtants, 
in avoiding to put them in Fxecution, into an En- 
couragement to be more daring and active in under- 
mining Proteſtantiſim; who, to ſpeak more properly, 
behave as if there wee no ſuch Laws to check and 
controul them. And We Ourſelves, if we are not 
ſometimes reminded of thoſe neceſſary Fences and 
Guards, which the Government hath provided for 
the Support of our Religious and Civil Liberties 
againſt fo reſtleſs a Faction, ſhall be very apt to 
forget them too; cr, at leaſt, ſuffer them to lye 
unregarded and ufeleſs in our Statute Book, and be- 
come as meer a dead Letter, as they themſelves 
cou'd even wiſh them to be by a Repeal in Form. 
Lam well aware that I have touch'd upon a harſh 
Topic, — I foreſee what Reſentment 1 ſhall draw 
upon myſelf from them, for ſhewing only a mode- 
rate Degree of Zeal in the Beſt Canſe, which they 
exert even to Barbarity in Support of the Horſt, 
and I am prepared to receive and deſpiſe every Slan- 

der. 
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der. But I deſire to obviate the leaſt Surmiſe, that 
Ham willing to raife any of that angry furious Spi- 
cit againſt them, which they inceſſantly diſplay 
againſt Us. I ſhou'd on the Contrary be concern'd 
to ſee them preſs'd by any Severity, but what ab- 
ſolute Setf=Defence, on the Part of Proteftants, con- 
{trains them to exerciſe, and what the Papiſts on 
their Part may always be ſcreen'd from by an in- 
offenfive peaceſul Deportment, But, as 1 ſhall 
ever be a declar'd Enemy to whatever juſtly deſerves 
to be branded with the odious Name of Perſecution ; 
fo, at the fame Time, I hope, I ſhall never ſee them 
by inſenſible Degrees gain Power enough to turn 
Perſecutors. For a fatal and long Experience hath 
taught us that we can be ſecure only in their Weak- 
neſs. 


Theſe Precautions ſufficiently explain the Scope 
and Driſt of what I am about to offer, and, except 
with thoſe to whom it is an unpardonable Injury not 
to be blind to their Schemes of ſubverting Us, will 
prevent any invidious Miſconſtruction of my Senti- 


ments, 


In this hiſtorical Review which I propoſe to take 
of the Laws againſt Popery, I ſhall, for the Sake of 
Brevity, 
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Bre vity, throw together ſuch as relate to the ſame 
Head tho' enacted at different Periods: Nor ſhall 
J go farther back than the Time of Queen El:za- 
het hi; becauſe till then, tho' a Spirit of Reformation 
had been ſet at Work, the Reformation itſelf had 
made a very ſmall Progrets. For Henry the VIII. 
was no leſs cagerly bent to maintain the Errors of: 
Popery, than he was to recover the Royal Preroga- - 
tives of his Crown, which had been uturped by pa- 
pal Encroachments. What was further done by the 

_ glorious young Prince who ſucceeded him, was ren- 
dercd ineffectual by his haſty immature Death, and 
quite aboliſhed by his bigotted Succeſſor. But 
Queen El:zabeth directed the whole Bent of her 
Policy againſt the corrupt Doctrines as well as the 
temporal Uſurpations of Popery ; and was ſollicitous 
to ſecure the Purity of the Reformed Religion from 
being again inſected with thoſe Corruptions, from 
which it was fo lately purged ; and overrun by that 
Tyranny, which it had but juſt ſhaken off. 


I begin with the Statute palſs'd in the 130 Tear | 
of her Reign © againſt the Bringing in, aud putting 
in Execution of Bulls, Writings or Iuſtruments, aud 
© other ſuperſtitious Things from the See of Rome; 
— Not that I apprehend there is now much Dan- 


ger 


„ 
ger to be feared from the Importation of thoſe ſaucti- 
fied Baubles ; but for the Sake of remarking to you 
the Occaſion of paſſing this Act, as it points out to 
Us in the ſtrongeſt Colours, what deſperate Lengths, 
Popery, incens'd by Defeat, is capable of running. 
For the Year preceding, the Pope ſent a Bull into 
England to anathematize the Queen, and abſolve. 
ficr Subjects from their Oaths of Obedience. In Con- 
{ſequence of this, a dangerous Rebellion was ſpirited 


up, and the Bull itſelf pena in Lendou With un- 
exampled Inſolence. 


In the Twenty third Tear of her Reign a Law 
was paſs d inflicting a Forſeiture of 1:09 hundred 
© Marks and a Tear's Impriſonment uten any Per- 
ſon lawſully convitted of ſaying Maſs ; and of Oui 
Ee hundred Marks, with the like Impriſonment, upon 
any Perſon willingly bearing it” This Law was 
ſurther confirmed and ſtrengthned by Statutes paſs'd 
in the 3d of James J. and in the 11th and 12th of 
William III. The Diſtance bet cen the firſt and laſt 
of theſe Acts is a Demonſtration that Length of Tinic 
makes no Alteration in the Meaſures of Popery ; and 
the Preamble of the laſt Statute is penn'd with a 
Warmth. and Severity of Language, which abun- 
dantly proves, that their Zeal burn'd then with the 
fame Fury as it did in the Infancy of the Reformati- 
on; and as we ourſelycs haye lately ſeen it do; 
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| *© openly aud in an iuſoleut Manner ( theſe are the 

Words of the Preamble) affrouting the Laws, 

* daily endeauouring ta pervert his Majeſty's Na- 

< tural-bory Subje Ae, aud fomenting treat enable 
© and execrable Deſi ans azaiuſt his Mayjefiy's Pei 

* fon and Uavernment. 


But notwithſtanding theſe ſeveral Prohibitions, 
enforc'd by high Penalties, are there not known 
Maſs-Houſes in many Parts of this Kingdom? Is not 
the Reſort to them open and public? And can we 
upon this Occaſion avoid reflecting upon the Situation 
of our Fellow-Proteſtants abroad, whole unhappy 
Lot hath plac'd them under the tyrannical Preſſure 
of Popiſh Governments? For it is notorious with 
what extreme Difficulty and Hazard they meet toge- 
ther, in the moſt private Manner, for the joint Wor- 
ſhip of Almighty God. And is it not realonable to 
expect that the Papiſts here ſhou'd at leaſt pay that 
external Regard to our Laws, as to violate them with 


Secrecy ? 


Indeed the Penalties incurr'd in Deans of theſe 
Acts, by all who hear Maſs willingly are ſo utterly 
diſregardcd, that Lam apt to ſuſpe& they are not 
commonly known; and I cannot but be of Opinion, 
that, if we diligently appriz'd our Pariſhoners how 
the 
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me Law ſtands in this Caſe, it might be one effec- 
tual Means to prevent their Perverſion. 


By the Statutes of Queen Elizabeth and King 
James the Firſt above quoted, it is farther enaQed, 
that All Perſons which tall by any Mays o.. 
«* Means put in Prattice to abſolve or withdracy 
* any of their Majeſiys Subjefts from their na- 
* tural Allegiance, or from the Religion eſtabliſhed 
* within their Domiuions; and all Perſons, ſi ab- 
* ſolv'd and withdrawn as aforeſaid, fhall be ad- 
Judg d Traitore, and ſuffer and forfeit as in 
* Caſes of High-Treaſon. 


It is much to be lamented that fo important and 
neceſſary a Proviſion, as is here made {or the Secu- 
rity of Proteſtantiſm, ſhou'd be render d, in a grea”r 
Meaſure, inſignificant by the Rigour cf the SanQtion 
that was calculated to enforce a more ſtrict Obſervance 
of it. For the Church of England relying upon 
the Goodneſs of her Cauſe, and unwilling to have 
Recourſe to any Help but that of Reaſon and Scrip- 
ture, by which the Errors of Popery have been {© 
often expos'd by her able Defenders, flies the Benelit 
of that Aſſiſtance which the Civil Power reaches ont 
to her with too rough an Hand; whilſt her Adver- 
faries, ſteel'd againſt Conviction, and confident that 
tho' ey” commit Treaſon, they ſhall not be pu- 


D niſhed; 


E 
niſhed as Traitors, venture upon it without Reſerve 
or Scruple, every where and every Day, feeking 
with unwearied Application, whom they can de- 


ceiye with their ſpecious Arts of Sophiſtry. 


The Reſtraint of theſe Laws wou'd doubtleſs be 
more efficacious, if the Penalty of them was a little 
ſoſtned, and brought to a nearer Conformity with ti. 
preſent Genius, and tolerating Spirit of our Conſti- 
tution. But till the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature in- 
terpoſes in this Behalf, it is highly fit that all 
Proteſtants ſhou'd be inform'd, particularly the lower 
Sort, who generally want ſuch Information, that 
they who thus ſuffer themſelves to be ſeduc'd from 
the Faith of the Chutch in o which they were bap- 
tiz'd, forfeit their Lives to the State, by which they 
are e e And this, tho' it might not effectually 
deter popiſh Prieſts from attempting to gain Proſe- 
lites, might render their Attempts more difficult and 
leſs ſacceſsful. And if ſome of the moſt active of 
theſe Emiſſaries, who cannot plead Ignorance of the 
Law, and are ſufficiently aware that even to be 
ſound in the Realm is itſelf High-Treaſon by the 
27th of F:1i2abeth, were ſo far followed, as to be 
forc'd to flie a Kingdom, whoſe Welfare and Quiet 
no Laws can hinder them from diſturbing, thoſe 
immoderate Numbers of them wou'd not probably, 

as they now do, ſwarm in upon us from all Quarters. 


And 
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And the Mildneſs of this Expedient, which on ob- 
liges the Criminal to eſcape Puniſhment, cou'd be 


queſtion d by no One, who was not an Accomplice 


in the Treaſon, or a Well- u iſher to the Succeſs of 
it. 


By the Eleventh and Twelfth of William the 
Third, there is a further Remedy provided againſt 
the Growth of Popery, to which it becomes Us to be 
attentive. It is there enacted, That , any Topiſh 
* Biſhop exerciſes any Part of the Funttion of a 
* Biſhop within theſe Realms, or if any Perſon 
© making © rofeſſton of the Popiſh Religion ſhall keep 
* School, or take npon themſelves the Education or 
* Boaraing of Touth, they (hall be adjudged to per- 
ęetual Impriſuument. 


But notwithſtanding this, Popiſh Biſhops diſtin- 
guiſhed by Mock-Titles, and inveſted with a ſolemn 
Shew of Authority, it is well known, have me— 
thodically parcell d out this Kingdom into four Di- 
ſtris, over which they exerciſe a regular ſuriſdicti- 
on, and officiate in all the Branches of the Epiſcopal 
Character. Now what is this but to erect a Govern. 
ment of their own, in the very Bowels of this Go 
vernment, by the Lenity and Indulgence of whict 
they are embolden'd thus to form and model tian 
ſelves into a compacted Body, procecding, by ſettled 
Rulcs of Policy and Diſcipline, to undermine ou. 
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holy Religion, and the civil Liberty of our Coun- 
try, which is ever cloſely and inſeparably connected 
with our Religion ? — Schools too have been open'd 
by Papiſts, and as we may be ſure that no enſnaring 
Kindneſs will be leſt unpractis'd by them to gain a 
thorough Afcendency over the Youth committed to 
their Inſtruction, ſo it is caſy to determine in what 
Prints they will be aſſiduous to inſtruct them; how 
artfully they will inftill into their raw unexperienced 
Minds ſuch Principles as will prepare them for the 
Reception of whatever Tenets they may think fit to 
graft upon them. And therefore it is incumbent upon 
cyery one who hath the Intereſt of his Country in 
the leaſt at Heart, to detect and ſuppreſs, as far as he 
ts able, all theſe ſeditious and treaſonable Seminaries 
of Superſtition and Diſloyalty. 


I have now given you a fummary View of the 
Laws in Force for the Suppreſſion ok Popery, ſo 
far as they fall within the Compaſs of my Defign, 
which was to touch only upon fuch as are more im- 
mediately levelbd againſt thoſe Practices and Ways, 
by which any of the Flock over whom we watch, 
as they who muſt give Account, are moſt liable to be 
ſeduced from Us. And therefore I purpoſely paſsd 
thoſe Laws by which Oaths and Teſts are preſcrib'd 
or the Diſcovery of Papiſts, and civil Diſabilities and 
Burthens laid upon Papiſts convict; and laſtly thoſe 

which 
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which confine them to a certain Place of Abode, for- 
bid them to keep Arms in their Houſes, or to ſend 
their Children abroad for Education in Popiſh Semi- 
naries. For theſe Laws belong more properly to 
the Province of the civil Magiſtrate ; and are, ſome 
of them, of ſo ſevere a Complexion, that the Exe- 
cution of them is for the moſt Part ſuſpended, and 
kept as it were in Reſerve for any critical Seaſon of 
Danger, when the Preſer vation of the Whole wil! 
juſtify and require the Uſe of the ſharpeſt Seyerity 
towards the Part that endangers it. 


But there is one general Remark to be made upon 
the Stile and Tenor of theſe Laws, which is of too 
much Moment to be omitted. Whocycr will be at 
the Pains of going through, and weighing thele Statutes, 
will ſoon be convinced, that they bear to hard upor: 

«  Papiſts not as Corrupters of Chriſtianity, but as Men 
leagu'd in a Conſpiracy againſt the Government. 
This Confideration alone accounts and apologizes 
for their Rigour, Hence it is that Papiſts arc of 
Courſe excepted out of Gencral Pardons ; hence they 
were, in the moſt guarded expreſs Terms, cut off 
from having any Share in the Benefit of the Act of 
Toteration, which was, with a truly Chriftian Spi- 
rit, fram's for the Eaſe of ſcrupulous Conſciences. 
And as an effectual Means to unite all Subjects, who 
were capable of being 1o united, in one common Tie 


of 
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of Intereſt, and Affection, however differing from 
each other in their Religious Perſwaſions. 


And to ſhew upon how juſt a Foundation our Le- 
giflature proceeds in conſidering the Papiſts in the 
Light in which it hath all along c onſiderd them, we 
need only alledge that fundamental Article of Popery, 
that no Faith is to be kept with Hereticks. For this 
ſingle Tenet, by deſtroying at once all mutual Truſt 
and Confidence, removes the Baſis, and by ſo doing 
ſtrikes at the very Being of civil Society. The 
Word, the Promiſe, the moſt folemin Oath of a Man, 
who hath firmly embrac'd this Principle, can be 
look'd upon as given only with a premeditated Intent 
to be falſified, whenever the Intereſt of his Church 
will be promoted by his breaking through theſe ſacred 
Obligations; even his Conſcience, miſguided by the 
Sanction of a ſupposd infallible Authority, will 
prompt him to the Perjury, from an enthuſiaſtic 
Confidence that God will be pleaſed with ſuch an 
abominable Proſtitution. 


Theſe then are the Laws which the Civil Power 
bath contrived to ſuppreſs the Progreſs and Growth 
of Popery ; and the general Ground and Reaſon, 
upon which they are formed, is, we ſee, immedi- 
ately deducible from an ayowed Tenet of Popery 
itſelſ. 

| The 
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The Importance of this Topic hatli already car- 
ried me too jar ; but before an Audience of Clergy- 
men it would be an unpardonable Omiſſion to tay 
nothing of the Canons of 1603, as they are the 
immediate Standard by which we are to guide our- 
{elves in the Diſcharge of the Miniſterial Function; 
and which, with Reſpect to the Caſe under Conſi- 
deration, are fo wiſely framed as to be the beſt Pro- 
viſion tor ſecuring a due Obedience to the Temporal 
Laws, by furniſhing out the Means for diſcovering 
how far they have been tranſgreſſed. Agreeably to 
this the 66h of thele Canons orders every Mini- 
© ſler being @ Preacher (and in the preſent State of 
the Church cvery Incumbent is ordinarily ſuch) <9 
* hath any Popiſh Recuſants in his Pariſh, to la- 
* bour diligently with them from Time to Time, 
* thereby to reclaim them from their Errors It 
Reaſon and Argument prove fruitleſs, by the 11 
© Ganon the Churchwardens if they know any oc 
© within their Pariſh that he is a Favourer of any 
© uſurpd or foreign Power by the Laws of this 
* Realm juſtly taken away, or a Defender of Ve- 
© piſh or erroneous Doctrine, they are ro detect and 
* preſent the ſame to the Biſhop of the Divceſo or 
Ordinary of the Place. And leſt the Churchwar- 
dens, unmindful of the ſolemn Oath of Office, by 
which they are bound to make faithful and true 


Preſentments, ſhau'd be remiſs and negligent in theis 
Duty. 
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Duty, it is preſeribd in the 114th Canon, that 
' every Parſon, Vicar, and Curate ſhali carefully 

© inform themſelves every Tear, how many Topiſh 
© Recuſants or Popiſhly given are Inhabitants or 
© make their Abode in any of their ſeveral Pa- 
© rifbes, and ſball ſet down their Names, diſtin- 
© emifhing abſolute Recuſauts from half Recuſants ; 
aud the ſame ſo ſet down and diſtinguiſld fhall 
© yearly at a limited Time, under Pain of Suſ- 
© penſion, truly preſent to their Oramaries; and 
the ſaid Preſentments are to be conveyd through 
© the ſeveral intermediate Orders of Church Go- 
' vernors, and in the laſt Reſort to be by the Arch- 
* Biſhop exhibited te his Majeſty. 

So many and ſo various are the Laws, Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical, by which the Church and State have, 
from Time to Time, been conſtrained to fence and 
guard themſelves againſt a common Enemy; who 
is perpetually varying in his Schemes of attacking 
both, whilſt he is ſteadily actuated by one fixed 
Principle of Condact, and umformly guided by a 
ſuppoſcd infallible Authority, irreconcileably oppo- 
ite to the Peace and Welfare of this Country. | 


Such an Enemy as this, is always dangerous, 
and therefore ought never to be overlook'd. For 
what is more to be watched and feared than a facti- 


ous 


* 
ous Conſpiracy againſt Government, ſanctificd by 
the Name of Religion, and puſhed on with all the 
Enthuſiaſtic Zeal of a blind erroneous Conſcience 7 
If, under theſe threatning Circumſtances, many why» 
would take it amiſs not to be thought good Proteſt- 
ants, have affected to ridicule the Dread, and deſpite 
the Encroachments of Popery, this is really one of 
our worſt Symptoms. For it implics a criminal In- 
difference for that which ought to be moſt dear to 
Us, the Purity of our Chriſtian Faith, and the free 
Enjoyment of Religious and Civil Liberty, without 


which every thing in this World loſes all it's Valuc 
and Reliſh. 


If this exploded Superſtition is ſecret and flow in it's 
Advances, it only proceeds thus gradually to ruin Us 
more effectually. But do we not deceive Ourſelyes 
in imagining the Increaſe of Popery to be much lets 
than it really is, from a careleſs Inattention to the 
Numbers that are daily perverted, and the reſtleſs 
Aſſiduity of TZealots, diſperſed through every Part 
of the Kingdom, and sk1ll'd in all the ſpecious ſeduc- 
ing Artifices of gaining Proſelytes? How docs it 
captivate the Ignorant with bold Aſſertions, and po- 
_ pulat cunningly deviſed Falles? And, whilſt it i; 
thus puſhing on its Conqueſts in Defiance of the 
Laws, doth it not rejoice at our Unconcernednots, 
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and endeavour, by lulling us aſleep, to confirm us 
in our Indolence? And on the other Hand, by In- 
finvations artfully propagated, expoſe the Suſpicions 
of thoſe, as idle and unreaſonable, who are juſtly 
alarmed at it's Increaſe, and ridicule the Vigilance 
of thoſe by whom it's Emiſſaries are detected in 
their dark Workings? Do we conſider what in- 
{idious Charities it beſtows to purchaſe the Com- 
pliapce of the Indigent ? How frequently it ſ#6- 
verts whole Houſes, by making the Popiſh Husband 
a Snare tothe Proteſtant Wife, and the Popiſh Witt 
to the Froteſtant Husband ? Doth it not by this 
Means engage the itrongeſt and tendereſt Affections 
of hnman Nature to plead its Cauſe, and forward its 
Progrels ? | 


And is not cvery one, who 1s thus perverted, 
drawn from his natural Allegiance to a Foreign De- 
pendence, and prepared, by the Superſtition he hath 
embraced, for. any Attempt againſt the beſt King, 
and the moſt indulgent Government ? Can any one 
entertain a Doubt whether the Body of the Papiſts 
reſiding amongſt Us do not implicitely purſue the 
Meaſures preſcribed to them by their infallible Guide, 
or muſt not, whenever they are called upon by him 
and his Jeſuitical Agents, as one Man, exert their 
whole Force, for the Re-cſtabliſhment of what they 

are 
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are taught to believe is the only true Church? Muſt 
it not be ſuppoſed from the Nature of Things, that 
their Conſcience led them, upon this Principle, 
to ſpirit up the late Rebellion, and contribute large- 
ly to the Succeſs of it? Can we aſcribe the ſeeming 
Inactivity of many of them, during the Rebellion, 
to any Thing but their waiting for the critical Seaſon 
of appearing openly in a Cauſe, which, if they be- 
lie ved the Religion they profeſs, they muſt ſecretly 
have aided with their whole Influence ? Did not the 
Panic of the Nation, at that Time, ſpeak the juſt 
and natural Senſe of the Nation, that an Army of 
Rebels appearing openly in the Field, was not more 
to be feared than an Army of Papiſts lurking in the 
Capital, eager and ready to ſhew themſelves when 
we were leaſt prepared to expect or reſiſt them ? 


It muſt be mentioned to your Praile, my good 
Brethren, that your Zeal was as warm and your 
Vigilance as cloſe and attenive at the late perilous 
Crifis as the Danger of Our Situation required, when 
the Foundations of Our Government were ſtruck at, 


and every Thing valuable to Us permitted wh God 
to be put to Hazard. 


How will it for ever reflect Honour upon the 
Clergy of the Church of ve in general, and u- 


pon 
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pon thoſe of this great County in particular, that 
they anſwered all the high Obligations of their Fuhe- 
tion, in expreſſing and exciting Loyalty and Fidelity 
to the King; behaving as Men truly ſenſible, that, 
by upholding the Majeſty of his Throne, they ſhou'd 
ſecure to themſelves, and to the Nation, the ùnre- 
ſtramed Exerciſe of the pureſt Religion, and the in- 
expreſſible Advantages of the beſt modell'd Govern- 
ment in the World ? 


This Juncture was in every View diſtreſsful, and 
the Proſpect gloomy ; but the Greatneſs of the Dan- 
ger itſelf produc'd an unexpected happy Tum in our 
Affairs; it ſuſpended all our petty Differences, and 
tied us together by the common Band of Proteſtan- 
tiſm. This comprehenſive Principle of Agreement 
fix d our Attention upon the Eſſentials of Chriſtiani- 
ty; All, who agreed in theſe, ſhook Hands as Bre- 
thren, and join'd in Support of our common Coun- 
try : So that, upon this important Occaſion, Pope- 
ry, by the Terror of its own deſtructive Machina- 
tions, brought Security to Us; it created an Union 
amongſt Us, when nothing elſe could do it; and, in 
dire& Oppoſition to its own accurſed Spirit, it raiſed 
a Spirit of Brotherly Love, which, under the Protect- 
ion of Providence, hlaſted all it's miſchievous De- 


WUICES. 
YOU 
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YOU, my Reverend Brethren, had upon this 
Occafion the Example and Pattern of our moſt excel- 
lent Metropolitan before You : His tried Loyalty 
and known Zeal in the Cauſe of Proteſtantiſm ani- 
mated your Reſolutions, and influenc'd your AQti- 
ons; and, by a ſuitable Behaviour on your Part, 
the propereſt Return hath been made to Him who 
ſo kindly undertook for Us, that on every Occaſi- 
© on where our Country is concern'd, we ſhow'd 
© look upon Ourſelves as incorporated with the 
© warmeſt Defenders of it; or, if we did deſire to 
© be diſtinguiſh'd, it wou'd be by our Ardor and 
© Zeal to preſerve our happy Conſtitution. 


Let Us then be careful to maintain that Spirit of 
Agreement and Watchfulneſs, which by the Bleſ- 
ſing of God wrought our Deliverance, and will, 
if continued, perpetuate our Safety. The open Vio- 
lence of the Enemy hath been defeated. This Defeat 
will only inflame him to proceed with more Rancour, 
and more Secrecy. The Canons, you fee, were 
framed in Aid of the Laws, and they have aſſigned 
to You the Part of Watchmen, to obſer ve and detect 
thoſe, who might otherwiſe with Impunity enſnare 
your Flocks, and inſenſibly diminiſh the Strength, 
corrupt the Faith, and infect the Loyalty of the 
Nation, You ſuſtain a double Character; You 
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